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Hou haſt here both 2 Memento and. Monu-: 
ment, the firſt for the Living to behold theer 
frailty in this Glaſs: a Yi materially 
: » frail and brittle, anda Glaſs refleftting our 
own condition , when we lock on it : Th# other toteſti- 
fre and perpetuate the name of the D:ceaſed - Plain, Tl 
confeſs, and not painted , becauſe thereby more -agreea-- 
ble to the occaſion and perſons concerned both: living ' 
and dead. A good man and 4 good name, . as precious 
ointment themſetves , need therefore no embalming; .as 
bring above all flattery. or calumny. | If there be any 
thing in rhifollowing Diſcourſe that looks. like aj 
| know it was ſeaſonably neceſſury and juſtly due to him - 
"if that is gone; ſith his jp any and _— Mas - 
| ligners, worſe than the Ravens of the Valley, have 
purſued him both living and dead ; which carriage to 
'l wards holy men as both cruelty and ſacriledge.” Gu FE 
if hadſt had this little much ſooner , but that to tell thee 
if} pany it huth been all this while in the agonies of 
il 7he Preſs, andthat werynear ſtrangling too and ſtill 
| horn ; and which is moſt ſirange to tell, for this wer 
cauſe , that the Name of Mr. Fowler appeared in the 


— OC pe ww na 


- 


face or front ; ſo powerf 
Far o 


Prejudice ; that ( old | zt arvayes — - 
Po | [ob 
[y7 A Hills hep Jon; : 


i DAE _ 


MN 


- 
- 
- 


CE og I m—————— 
= r 
- mrrmnnrtss ar mere nog 


To the Reader. 
ſelf -in Beaſts skins , thereby the more eaſily to expoſe 
and bait it. I ſay, had not importunity as well of 
friends as engmics extorted, ny ſelf bad ſmother'd 
i to death , that it ſhould neue? have frem the Sun; 
Gut yu the Fire only. Let alFfuch as judge it worthy 
of that fate , blame themſetves and not me. As it was 
delivered from my mouth , ſo it comes into thy hand, 
haſty, and naked; which T pray thee to cover with the 
Mantle of thy Love ,, for him that s wrapped-sn theſe 
cowr(e ſheets. I have i0ld thee why thou hadft it no 
ſooner , n10r 10 better-; it was wot in my power tohelp 
it it is in the power of God alone by all Diſpenſati- 
ons to teach ns to profit - which « my prayer from my 
ſoul for thine and mine , that running our Race as he 

yan, and goitting our [ebves like men, as be did, by 
' being zealous for the glory, and valiant for the truth 
- of Chriſt, as he was ; filling our narrow Sphears , ſer- 

Vt 


our generation, and. finiſhing our teſtemony ; 
nas int Hat partake of the ſame Coupe Eternal Lok 
and Glory, Amen, _ | 1 


Micah Chap. 7. ver. I. and part of the 2d. 


Wois me, for I am as when they havs 
gathered the Summer fruit , as the 
Grape gleanings of the Vintage ; there 
zs nocleſtcr to eat : my Soul defireth the 
firſt ripe fruit , the good man is 


_ periſhed. 


| Here ſtood lately in this Candleſtick a Burning 

and Shining Light, which God by the hand 

of Death hath extinguiihed ; for a while ye 

rejoyced in his light, yea as long as that Light 

continued : and now you arein heavineſs becauſe that 

Light is pat out. God hath filenc'd him , he 1s gone 

down into the place of ſilence. Wo 7s ze , the good man 

zs periſhed + therefore weailo muſt be dumband filent, 
for it was the. Lords doing. 

We muſt be ſilent as to. murmuring againſt the hand 
of God , yct not {ilent in our mourning : therefore are 
we here this day to ſpeaic. and hear ſomewhat of the 
mind of God in ſuch a providence. It is good for us to go 
tothe Houie of Mourning ſometimes, (much better than 
Featling) for this is the end of all men, all forts of men; 
and we our ſelves are of theall : fith the day of Death 


--..- 
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-04 good man and with a good name, 1s better than the 
day of our Birth ; therefore by laying it toheart, the 
heart is made better : and thus out of the Eater comes 
ſweetneſs. 

And now Chriſtian Friends you are come together on 
this occaſion , and what are ye come out to ſeeor hear ? 
Are ye come with curioſity ? Know I have brought no- 
thing to feeTthat Worm, or to pleaſe that Itch. Are there 
any here of that ſort of hearers that haunted and infeſt- 
ed this place , which came lately to pick quarrels, to 
lay ſnares , to miſtake words , and then make men Of- 


- fendors for them ? I have nothing for them. Or do ye 


come 1n fincerity of heart ? your faces declare ye do : 
Theretore he that hath Ears to hear, let him hear what 


the Word of God faith, Mrcah 7. ver. 1. and part off 


the 2d. 
in this Chapter the Prophet doth three Things : 

1. He laments the loſs of good men, that there were 
yery few good men left alive in that age; ver, 1,2. 

2. The People of God comfort themtelves with the 
tiope of better times, ver. 7. 

3. The Prophet encourageth godly men with the pro- 
miſe of Reformation, vey. 11. Theſe are amplified ma- 
ny Wayes: 

Bur as to the firſt of theſe to which I am confined , 
note the paucity of good men 1s exprefied two wayes , 

1. Parabolically by an elegant Simily , T. 1. 

2. Propcrly, and in plain words , 0. 2. 

Some make theſe words (which are the Prophcts laſt 
Sermon ) to be his complaint that he had no better ſu:- 
ceſs in his Miniſtry. | 

Cornelius notes here a Pa:hos, that God had left the 
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take the gleanings only, When 


Harveſt and Vintage to Satan wholly , and was fain to 
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When with the Diſciples we tug night and day and 
catch nothing, when at the ſame time whole ſhoals run 
into the Devils net, 1s it not fad ? 

How belit it 15 not our lot alone, for the Prophet ſpeak» 
ing of Chriſt and his Miniſtry , cries out, [ho hath be- 
hevid our report, and to whom 7s the arm of the Lord 
revealed? lia. 53.1. Yet after he had'uttered his com- 
plaint, he doth encourage himſelf in the Lord his Judge, 
and-in the Lord his reward ,- 1/. 49. 4, 5. 

Nay for our example and encouragement under the 
like diſcouragements, he ſhews it is more thank-wor- 
thy with God, the leſs thank we have from men, ver, 5. 

{ ſhall imitate the Prophet here,and make a few glean« 
ings as I paſs through this Field, and at laſt fit down by 


one concluſion molt proper and pertinent to this occaſion. 


Ob. 1. It is the duty of Gods ſervants, continually to 
lay to heart the ſtate of Gods Church ; to walk through 
it, as through a Garden or Vineyard. Some read the 
words thus (as Pz{c.in Scholia) I am as one that walks 
eth after the fruits are gathered, and as one that walk- 
eth inihe Vineyard after the grapes are gathered. 

See, he walked through-the Church , how ? in his 
thoughts and meditations, conſidering and muſing on it, 
and lamenting over it. Thus the Plalmiſttcould not tor- 
cet the time of their captivated ſtate in Babylon , when 
they ſadly remembred $07, and proteſted he would ra- 
ther forget to ſpeak or ſing, than not to mourn over and 
pray for 7eruſalem , yea and prefer it before the head of 
his joy ; Plah, 131. 5,6, | 

He that doth not ſympathize with the Church of 
Chriſt,deciares thereby that he is not of it, x Cor, 12,26. 
no part, no member,becauſe he hath no feeling: He that 


feeps, with Jezah in the Ship, while it is in a ſtorm, as 
Þ 2 Uncons 
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(4) 
unconcerned what becomes of it, deſerves to be caſt 0. 
ver-board with him. 


The Church of Chriſt is the price of his blood , the 


ſubject of his care, the ſtage of his works, the darling of 
his love ; Tſa. $.8, 10. called theretore , Emmanuel, The 
Lord is with us; and Jehovah Shamah, The Lord is 
there, Ezthe 48. Ul!. 

Chriſt the King of Saints and the Communion of 
Saints , call for our moſt ſerious thoughts touching the 
Church of God ; of the ſtate of it every where at preſent, 
of the fates of it , of the relation between it and Chriſt, 
of the appearance of God for it, of the promiſes of God 
toit, ot the providences of God about it, of the enemies 


of God againlit it , of our lot and part init : All theſe 


things are worthy the ſurvey of our moſt ſerious 
thoughts, Pal. 48. 13, 14.to walk about Jon, to tell 
her towers, to mark her palaces and bulwarks , how they 
are defended , how attacqued and ſtormed , what En- 
gines Satan and his Inſtruments make uſe of ; and how 
miraculouſly it is preſerved , though cruclly threatned. 
Great and glorious things are [poken of thee thou City of 
God, Pal. 87. 3. among others, that God will build up 
Sion; and when he doth, he will appear in his glory ; 
Pſal. 102. 10. 

Ob(. 2. It isa fight moſt comtortable and molt come- 
ly, to ſee the true Church of God to flouriſh, asa Vine- 
yard full of Cluſters, as a Garden full of precious fruits, 
as a Field which the Lord hath &/cfſed'; this is clear from 
the Text : for the Prophet mourned to behold the con- 
trary ſight, and longed to ſee it reſtored to its purity. 
There was a multitude of Profeilors , but they were de= 
generate ; there was a kind of Worſhip goo ſtore, but 
it was corrupt and idolatrous ;=there was peace and 


plenty 
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plenty, and honours and pleaſures, but theſe are notes 
of a talſe and not true Church : It is purity of Princi- | 
ples and Practice , exalting of the true Worſhip of the | 
rue God, and increaſe and flouriſhing of faithful Paſtors 
nd Profellors : the caretul dreſſing «nd keeping of the 
ords Vineyard and Garden ; caſting out all hurtful 
Plants and Weeds, fruitfulneſs of wholefome Plants : 
f_ ſheſe are the trueſt Maris of Chriſts Church, and a 
e fomely and joyful ſight to behold, Cir, 4. 12. to wer, 
+ $6; Cant 0 3K cant. 7-6,7,5, g.- Hu 5..1; 4% 
* What fruits are thoie wherewith the Lord is delight- 
1 kd ? Fruits of Righteouſneſs by Jeſus Chriſt to the praiſe | 
S fknd glory of God , fruits of the Spirit , 2/21. 1.11. 
e Gal. 5.22. Not fruits of unrighteoutneſs , which are 
S manifeſt , whereof he recions 17 together with an £5c. 
Il £Gal. 5. 19, 20, 24. wild grapes , grapes of Gall , Clu- 
Y 
J- 
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ſters of Sodom, Dent. 52.32, 33. This 15, 
1. The greateſtdifappointment oi Gods expectation, 

[[a. 5.2, and 7. verſes compared. 

I. | 2. The worlt requital of Gods care and coft, Deat.32. 

f bb. Do ye thus requitethe Lord ! | 

p | 3. The higheit provocation of Colls wrath , Heb. 6.. 

3 Þ, 8. he curſeth ſuch ground , Liafteth fuch trees, cuts 
nem down and burns them , 14:14. 3.10. Matih.21, | 

e= fig. Luke 13. 
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e- | Hereby we ſee how to take tru meaſures of a true 
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Ss, IChurch: The jews when tney were devenerate took þ 
jo nP _ 77 Bs OP v7 _ hs : wo F 

n falſe meaſures, witen they cried , Toe Temple of ihe i 


wd, the Temple of the Lord nreve, Fer. 7. 4. three 
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- E- 1 * a | BEET ho fit Sing , £484 - 
Y. fimes tNey Cried lO t 5 Re WPILOANAS, LAS IQ. 3 4. 10r | 
e= two hours, Great is Dina of ths Fileſftans ; as An þ 


it Fichriſt cries, Holy Church , Catholich Church, Vifebilie 
d fy, Proſperity , Succeſſion, Duration, and who will 
Y not 
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ere 1s the great cheat of the world, if we judge of 


Kingdom of God cometh not with obſervation or out 


not acknowledge this 1s a Lollard and a Heretick..., 
But as godiineis is without controverſie a great mys- 7, 


ſtery,, 1 Zin. 3. uLH. which the world underſtands nor, 
x Cor: 2.6, 7; 5, 9, © 


2c. becaule like the Tabernacle in 
tine Camp and Wilderneſs conditien , within full off 
Gold and precious things, without all cover'd over with 
Badgers skins ; Nu. 4.6,8, 10,11,12,14. 

So the talie Church is alioa myſtery, myſtery, Baby 
lon thegreat , the Meiher of Harlots and Abomination 
of the Earih ; arrayed it purple ard ſcarlet colour , and 
eecked wilh Gold und precions Stones, and Pearls; ha 
wing a gold:n Cup in her hand (all hitherto is outward 
bravery , fez what's within ) full of abominations and 
#lihineſs of her fornications; Rev. 17. 3, 4, 5, Now 


thoſe two myſteries by the outſide and not by the in- 
ſide. 

Mark , the meaſure and character the Lord himſelfh 
cives, £i# 17. 20, 21. when he was demanded of th 
Pharifces when the Kingdom of God ſhould come ; the 
meant an external earthly Kingdom : he anſwered the 


ward ſhew ; for behold the Kingdom of God is withi 
you or among you , and ye lee 1t not. 

The Kingdom of God 1s not meat and drink , but righ 
teouineſs and peace , and joy in the holy Ghoſt ; Rom 
I4. 17. 

The Kingdom of God 1s not in word but in power 
x Cor. 4. T John, who alſo amyotr brother ud comp 
non :n iribulation, and :n the kingdom and paiience © 


Feſus Chriſt, Rev. 1. 9, 10. _ 
How long ſhall we continue Children in theſe things, 
to becnam-cured with Gewgaw2s and Rattles : To fanſ,, 
q CY 


ck, y the Beauty of the Kings Daughter to be in outward 
*Þaint , and not in her inward glory ; Pſa. 45. 13. 
O&{. 3. Decayes in the Churcl: of God preſent a fad 
pectacle to the Seers and Servants of God. To ſee a 
ornfietd without Corn , Fruit-trees without Fruits, 
Vine without Cluſters of Grapes , 15 uncomfortable. 
The Prophet 7eremy lamented the Deſolation and 
UTaptivity of the Jews in a Book which he calls Ecal ; 
9 Jad not ſo much for the effects , as ſorrow and ſuffering, 
A; for the cauſe thereof, their ſin and rebellion againit 
od; Lam. 1.5, 8, 9, 14, 20, 22. 
| Decayes in grace and righteouſneſs, increaſe of fin 
nd wickedneſs thereupon , is more grievous and omi- 
ous to behold than waſting of a land. Want of Holi- 
eſs is worſe than want of Trade ; want of the Word 


iNForſe than want of Bread : tor this withdraws the pre-- 


ence of God from any people: then Icabod, wo unto 


he Soul is gone out of the Body , what 1s the Body but: 
©) Carcaſs ; was the beſt then that can be faid' of the 


utJd what is a Church of Formal Protellors , when the 
In fe, power, and ſoul of Godlineſs is gone, but Larva 
oi lerns malt , a fair Corps, a Garden of Flowers 
2M/afted , a Ficld of Corn mildew'd , an Orchard of Fruit 
'MSluckt away or worm-caten. 
Obf: 4. When we ſee Churches grown corrupt and 
T Jegenerate in Doctrine and Manners, it muſt be the de- 
re of our ſouls to have them reduced io their Ancient 
" JInd Primitive Purity. My ſou! d j5rcth the firſt ripe 
wit ; Fruftus precoces & premitizoes. Bucenrah,in th? 
>| ext , notes the firit ripe i:4:is properly , faith Hze- 
Tome; and a Lapide tells us a Story trom an Eye-wit= 
on | | neſs, . 


hem ; their glory and Cod are gone together. When - 


Jeſt Funeral Ornaments upon it ; it is but a fair Corps: . 
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neſs, thatin Palcſ/;ne there was a delicate ſort of Fig 


that bore twice a year , but the firſt were far the be 


and moſt delicate and moſt wholeſome. To this th 
Prophet alludes in my Text. So we may fay of t 
Chriſtian Religion that came from Paleſiine, it w; 
pure, fair, ſweet, wholeſome : O. let our fouls deſire t 
reduce to that pattern the Original Inſtitution , th 
Golden Tree or Rod of Gods Word, that meaſures t 
Temple. : LS 

May not the Lord ſay to the beſt” Church in rn; 
now, as once to Fpheſns , Rev. 2. 4,5. I have ſomew 
againſt thee , becauſe thou art fallen from thy firſt lou 
Remember from whence thou art fallen, and do thy fi 
works ; or clje T will come ; 19 thee quickly and 1 
moe thy Candlefizck out of bis place ; except thou 1 
pent. Now if he do thus to Epheſus tor a gradual d 
cay. What will he. do to Jurdz , that had onely 
Name to live but was dead , Rev. 2.1, 17. and un 
Laod:iceir® that like them that are ſick with a De17r11 
that fancied themtelves well when heart-fick, rich wht 


poor , happy when miſerable ; Learned Seers, wh] 


ſtark blind, -gawdily clothed with fine Trinckets, wi 
they were ſtark naked of Chriſts Robe of Righteo 
neſs. 

Os. 5. It 15a thing of ſad confideration . and deep 
to be laid to heart, when men of eminent gifts at 
graces, and of great uſe in the Church'of God , are t 
ken away trom 1t ; when Chatid and Jaſher , the,pgo( 
man and the righteous man are taken off: When Bu 
ing Lights are extinguiſhed, when Bearing Trees a 
plackt up, or cut down. _ 

-- "The Sxptuagint is emphetical, Alas O my Sor 
s0 they trantlate the Hebrew , Jo 7s me; as it he h 
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faid , It ſhould | rieve one to the Soul to think If os -* 


and grieve one for the Soulsof others in that caſe, whoſe 
chieteft loſs it is. So David, Help Lord, the godly 
man ceaſeth , thefaithful fail from among the childrey 
of men ; the Saint, the holy man, the gracious man, 
that hath received grace from God to ſhew grace to o- 
thers , that this man of piety and goodneſs ; this'Con- 
duit , this Candle of the Lords lighting for enlightning 
others 1s periſhed, Tſa. 57. 1. That Prophet makes the 
ſame Lamentation , that Chaſid him , the:good, gra» 
cious, righteous, merciful, are taken away, or gather'd; 
1. That they are gone ; 2. That men lay 1t not to 
heart, nor minded the cauſes and conſequences of fuch 
ſtrokes. Thus devout men mourned for fephen, Atts 
8. 2. and for Paul, that they ſhould ſee Fils face no 


more , hear his voice no more ; As 20,*two /aft ver- : 


es. 
Will you have a reaſon of fuch carriage in Chriſtians, 
when God takes away ſuch men ? and why ſuch a pro- 


{ vidence ſhould be ſo reſented by us ? 


i. Take theſe: 1. From the need and uſefulnels of 
ſuch men in the Church of God ; this puts a'price and 
excellency in them, and makes the loſs the more grie- 
vous : Matth. 5. 12, 14. Te are the Salt of the Earth, 
without (to ſpeak naturally and morally of this , 'note 
thefe four things : ) FEE Ons 
' 1, Without which the Earth would be unfruitful. 

2. Without this all Creatures would putrefie and pe- 
riſh ; the Salt of Nature in every Creature is its chief 
preſervation. 5 OR Ol 

3. Without this every thing would be infipid and un- 


4 ſavory and unwholſome. 


4. He that hath not this favor, is neither good for the 
land nor for the dunghill. C One 


—_———— — 
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Ohe faith of this Speech of Chriſt, 7e are the Salt of 


the Earth ; Sal, Lumen, Spiritus Mundz , it was more 
than if he called them Gold, Pearls, and Diamonds, 

In the place before cited, vey. 14. our Saviour calls 
his Apoſtles and Miniſters, The Light of the World: 
Not as Chrift is called, John 12. the: Light of. the 
World ; as the Sun Chriſt hath the preheminence ia this. 

1. He is the Fountain of Light. 

2. He is the perfection of Light ; for in him is no 
darkneſs at all. 

3. He is the firſt pattern:of Light ; he that follows 
him, ſhall not walk in darkneſs. 

4. He is the Eternal Light ; Light,of Light,and Life, 
eternally. All theſe are peculiar to him and incommuni- 
cable.. But his Diſciples are the Lights of the World , 
. becauſe the Church of God- is inlightned by them ; be- 
ing followers of them, as they are of Chriſt : and ſo 
they are the Crown of Fwelve Stars wherewith the 
the Church is Crowned , . Rev. 12. 1. which would not 
ſignifie much, unleſs they were firſt cloathed with the 
Sun from which they borrow all their light. | 

They are burning and ſhining, as Lamps, Candles, 
Torches ; giving light in darkneſs, to ſhew men the 
way that they: wander not , ſtumble. net. They are 
Lanthorns to Fold and to hold out the light of God to 0- 
thers. Not as dark Lanthorns to with-hold the truth in 
unrighteouſneſs., Rom. 1. 

Now when theſe Lights,ſouſeful and needfal are put 
out , whither will people go ?: what will +, do, to 
eſcape wandring, ſtumbling, and falling ? 

Moreover , , They are Pillars, Gal. 2.9. Guids of 
the Blind, Rom. 2. 19. Watchmen, Tſu. 21. 6. are not 
theſe uſeful ? Seeds-men, Sowers, Plowers , x Cor. 9g. ; O. 
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Phyſicians, Jer. 3. 22. are not theſe uſeful ? Shepherds, 


Fer. 8. 22. are not theſe Houſhglders ? Matrh. 13. 52. 
Ambaſſadors , 2 Cor. 5. 20. Take away the Pillars, and 
the Houſe cannot ſtand : Take away the Husbandman; 
and there will be no bread. Phyſicians failing , there 
will beno Cure. Remove the Shepherds, what becomes 
of the Sheep ? Remove the Guid, and the Blind will 
fall into the Ditch. Remove the Steward and Hows 
ſholder , and the Family will ſtarve. | 

Laſtly , If there be no Embaſfſadors , what Corre- 
ſpondence can be maintained , what Treaty of Peace 
agitated and concluded ? | | 

What think ye , 1s not the loſs of ſuch Men, fuch Of- 
ficers, ſo uſeful and neceſlery to the Church of God, ſad, 
ominous, tragical ? | 

Reaſ. 2. Will ye hear further why the loſs of ſuch is 
to be laid to heart ? Conſider t!1c circumſtances of time 
wherein they are taken away. 

When there are not Labourers enough for the Har 
veſt, ſuch as he was that is gone. 

When there are many Adverſaries. 

When the love any waxed cold, and there needs 
ſuch live coals, to kindle dead coals ; as one ſaid of Ber-+ 
ard in his time. 

When there are grievous Wolves riſtng daily , not 
ſparing of the Flock nor Shepherds. - 

When Wild Bores of the Wood and Foxes deſtroy the 
Vines. | | 

When ptrillous times are coming, if not come, Ha- 
ters and Deſpiſers of that which is good ; Lovers'of 
themſelves and of pleaſures, more than -of God: ; ha- 
ving-a form: of Godlineſs , denying the power of it. 
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When ſo many thruſt in, not to feed, the Flock , but 
to fleece them ; Ezek, 34. 2, 3. 

* When ſo many Flatterers and Dawbers, Zzek. 22.18. 
and ſo few ſincere Monitors and Reprovers. 

Help Lord, Wo is me, may we juſtly cry out, the 

ood man 1s periſhed , the godly man ceaſeth , and the 
taithful fail. What ſhall we ſay , when they are gone 
and going , 'that ſhould counter-work theſe evil- 
workers ? | L | 

When wickedneſs comes in like a Flood , and -few 
| ſtand in the gap or lift up a ſtandard againit it. 

What ſay ye then , conſidering the circumſtances 
wherein we are. is there not cauſe to-lament the loſs 
of eminent ſervants of God ? So that we may uſe the 
prophets words in the Text , andthat of Tſazah , © lean- 
ing grapes ſhall be left. in it , as.the ſhaking of an Olrve 
tree, two or three Ber: ics in the top of the uppermuſt 
Lough ; four or five 15: *"e outmost fruitful branches 
;hereof.;. ſazth the Lord (aid of Tſraet.; Ia. 17. b. This 
1s very thin and fad. ; 

Reaſ. 3. Becauſe ſuch ſtrokes are many times the 


puniſhments of fin , and the fore-runners of ſevere |. 


zudgments ; therefore to be lamented : 1. The Punith- 
ment of (in. | 
1. Therefore in an evil time the Scripture ſaith , the 
world is not worthy of them.; Heb. 11.38; | 
Fence-, That: Churcly was threatned with the remo- 
val of the Candleſtick , &ecanſe fbe had lift her firſt 
tove'; Rev. 2. 4, 5. 


| When Children are full, and begin-to play with their 


Meat, it's time to take away. 
When the, Lord would gather a people under: his 


wing, and they will not come under the wing of Chriſt, | 


he 


he will leave them deſolate. When a Maſter allows his 


> [dle to learn their Leſſon by , and they play by it,or play 

* Exvith it, he will ay, Go Death, put out this Candle, 

take it away from them, and leave them in the dark. 
God will in fuch a caſe make the prophets tongue 

cleave to the roof of his mouth , and to be dumb ; and 

1. [Þe no more a Reprover, to that people , becauſe they 
Fare a Rebellious Houſe ; Ezekt. 3. 26. 


of under-valuing your Teachers. 
Take heed of deſpiſing of them , and take heed of 
; (=vuſingof them ;. in ſo doing you deſpiſe him- that ſent 


to the Ambaſlador, reflects on his Prince and Maſter. 
2. Sometimes the taking away of taithful Miniiters, 


away from the evil to come. 


the Labourer leaves his work and goes to his reſt. 
' After the death of: Ambroſe followed great calamities 
he in the Ernpire:; and 1o atiter the death of Zuher, in 
Germany ; and after the burning of Haſſe and Hierome 
in Conſtance ; and upon the death of Parens Heyd-t- 
berg was taken with a flood of other troubles. _ 
Reaſ. 4. Laſtly, When uſetul men are removed , 
ſt the number of bearers is diminiſhed , the burden falls 
the heavier upon the remainder * As it fares with a 
i} [Houle that ſtands upon Pillars , take away the Pillars, 
"and the binding Beams, it cannot long ſtand it ye take 
: ſ-way any ol them, much more it ye take away many 
t fet them , the Houſe will ſhock, crack,” and totter. 


1C 


ſervants a Candle to work by , and his Children a Can- 


Take heed therefore of over-valuing , -and take heed . 


them , Zake 10. 16. 1 Theſſ. 4.8. A negle@or affront - 
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# is a fore-runner of ſevere judgment ; ſz. 57. 1,2. Thus - 
the righteous and the Chaſid , the good man is taken - 


When this comes on, The Beaſts go out tg prey, and 
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As if you diminiſh the number of Rowers in a Gal- 
ley, the others muſt labour harder at the Oars. As of of 
thoſe that defend a Fort, if ſeveral of them be wounds" 
ed or {lain , the few that remain, will be put upon har$9 
_ der duty, and unable to hold it out much longer , and 
muſt be forced to yield. And thus the Houſe will fall, 
the Veſſel miſcarry , and the Fort be loſt ; which God? 
forbid. So then the periſhing of ſome, bringing a ſcar®© 
city among all, may well make us cry out with the 
Prophet , Wo 7s me, the good man 7s periſhed. 

Brethren , Theſe things being ſeaſonably and not un 
ſuitably ſpoken to this Providence and Doctrine , I hope 
and deſire may be ſeriouſly minded and laid to heart 
for is there not acauſe ? You have heard a fourfold": 

cauſe , and there are many more cauſes than theſe toſ<© 

- move you to it. : 

Q., Why ? What good will this do , and what willf* 

it avall ? | ; 

A. You weep with them that weep, and that's ; 
- Duty. 

You conſider in the day of adyerſity , and that's 1 h 
Duty : Roy. 12. 15. Eccleſ. 7. 14. You deſpiſe no 
Gods Rod ; for that were a ſin ; Feb. 12. 5] | 

You have your hearts tuned and framed to the pre|, _ 
ſent Diſpenſation of God, and that's a benefit and mer{-* 
. cy; you are awakened by this blow , and:that's an ad\** 
vantage , and a good alarm. 4 

If God ſpit in your Face, ſhould ye not fit down! © 
grieved and aſhamed, Num. 12. 14. lu 

Doth the Lion roar when there is no prey ? Dott 
Gods Trumpet give an uncertain ſound ? Shall twelve 
_ godly choice Miniſters be taken away-by Death in the 
compaſs of one year now paſt, and within the Lin 
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w- of this City, which is onefor every moneth, and ſhall 
1d. ſve not lay it to heart, and ſay; Wo is me, how many 
[ood men are periſhed together ? | 
Now what & th all this ſpeak to you that hear me 
111 (bis day , . and to all that ſhall hear of it , reſpectively 
concerned herein ? To lay the ſtroak of this Rod to heart, 
., for this Rod of God is a Speaking Rod, pray hear the 
-heſ\/91ce Of 1t. | 
When a Father takes one of his Sons ( perhaps to 
prefer him) and ſends him away into a far Country , it 
nay be never to return again ; will not all his Bro» © 
TP? hers and Siſters mourn and weep at his departure ; fay- - 
ng; Alaſs, our dear Brother, God knows if ever we ſhall 
ce thee again / Now thou art gone, how empty is the | 
ouſe ? And whule thou wert here, how ſweet was thy - - 
oice, how pleaſant was thy preſence and company ? 
And is there not the like cauſe, and a great cauſe of | 
LE ourning , for our departed Brother ? 
| Let me propound a few things to your meditations : 
- of, 7- God alone who- hath power to call Miniſters to 
heir work , hath the fole power to'call- them off trom 
Ft, adore his power and providence herein: 
\re 2+ Death 1s the Lot and Fate of all ſorts of Men. Do the 
\er#$ rophets livefor ever? Zach.1.5.Their Conſtitution, their 
ondition is frail, mouldering and mortal ; the door that - 
ave death entrance into the World , and upon all the 
$/orld of Men , was the fin of one man ; in whom all 
en ſinned : fo that Good Men allodie, and Wiſe Men 
ie as well as Fools, Pſal. 44. io. 1 will cut off the 
1, $2ghteons with the Wicked, Ezthk. 21.7,4. The ſame 
thÞithe and Sickle cuts down Corn and Weeds together ,” 
 4&$10ugh for different ends ; adore herein the juſtice of 


n 
= 0d. 


WW 


2. When 


(16) 


2. When God reduces his Church to a ſraalt number 
- when he hgth but a few Witneſſes, when his Cham 
pions fall, as when a Standard Bearer falleth, whe 
many Stars are ſwept off from the Firmament of his 


Church, when Shepherds are ſmitten to the ſcatter 


ing of the Sheep , -when E/jahbs,: or Men in the Spiri 
and Power of £hjahs, are taken away from our Heads 
 asat this day ; Shall we not cry, My Father my Father: 
2 Kings 2. 12. | : 

4. When Uzzah was ſmitten to Death,zndJ takena 
way from the Ark, and the place called Perez-Vszah 
. the breach of V=zzah thereupon ; becauſe God had mad 
a breach among them. Know that God hath alſo made 
a breach among us. And Datid was a fraid und troubled 
2: Sam. 6.6,7. And have not we cauſe tobe afraid ant 
troubled , for the breach Gcd hath made in this Congre 
gation., 4n his own Family , and upon us all ? 

5. When the Word of God is ſcarce and precious, as ! 
mult needs be , when the Labourers axe few , and th 
* Harveſt great, is not ſuch a time fad ; ſeeing it argues 
or bodesa dearth ? When Corn 1s ſcarce-and dear, an 
there be few ſellers ( not that there are no ſtores , bu 
Men ſhut them up) the price is inhanſed, and poor Sou 
pinch and wring for it, and not without cauſe, r Sam 
2. 1... 7Y0V: 11s 36: | 

6. .When profeſſors grow proud and haughty, whe! 
they grow wanton and cornfed, . when hearers wax c 


rious after affeted language and fine notions , and art 
weary of plain, ſound, and wholeſome DoQrine, 2 7m 


q 


2a 4 
When like as Iſrael in the Deſarts, fell a luſting aft 
Fiſh , Melons,. and other Egyptian fare , ſaying, Ou 
Souls ts dryed away, there is nothing at all beſide thi 
WS, Mann 
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dox , ſtrange Doctrines , and ſtrange reſling, of them. 
up , ſaying, Our Soul is weary of this Manna ( words 
of contempt ) this plain preaching , this ſound, home, 


 ſoul-ſearching , ſoul-nouruhing Doctrine ,” we are wear 


ry of .it. May it not provoke God to take away what 
he gave us in mercy , and give us up. to our Juſts and 
longings in wrath, as he dealt with Itrael in that.caſe, 
Pal. 78. 18, to 30, 31. | | | 

When Orthodoxy is become a word of. reproaeh, 
among the degenerate Sons of the times, who. have 
learned a mongrel language , mixed with thoſe of Af; 
dod , and goup to the Philiſtines to wet their Coulters , 
Shares, Axes, and Mattocks; borrowing Doftrines , 
Diſtindtions, and Modes of Expreſſion , from Papiſts , 
Photinians, and Pelagians. When of our own, felves, 
Men are riſen up, ſpeaking perverſethings; calling that 


ſound which is rotten and contagious, and that falſe and 


erroneous, which 1s wholſome truth, and precious. Laſt- 
ly and plainly , when in the great and weighty points 
of juſtification and free grace, which are the glory of 


the Goſpel ; Men are gone and going to works and tree. . 


will ; is there not cauſe we ſhould look about us, and 
ſee thoſe things die not with thoſe faithful ' ſer- 
vants of Chrift that are dead ; among whom, there 
was ncn2 more eminent in a{ſerting truth and impug- 


ning errors, and all dangerous encroachments, than 
q our reverend deceaſed Brother , - whoſe aſhes we mourn 


over ad wet with our tears th's day. 

When the faithful Witneſſes of Chriſt are not only 
few, but prophefie in Sack-cloth Ng very manyypla- 
ces, and threatned to be {lain , Rev. n. 3,4. yea have 

D been 
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beeh aQually deſtroyed . not only by civil death ; by 
reaſon of cruel commands, but corporal. aeath ; by im- 
priſfonments, baniſhments "and ſlavery, as in Hinga: ia 
and other places; 1s not meet tor us alfo . to put on 
mourning and Sack-cloth , ſeeing it 1s the proper Garb 
of Chriſts faithful ſervants, while "Antichriſt raigneth. 

' But is there no hope in 1ſrael concerning this thing, 
15 there nothing to allay our mourning in this caſe, no 
Wine of Conſolation at this Funeral Pile? Yes, There- 
on e take theſe few following draughts : 

. God never takes away his taithtul ſervants til! their 
work? is done” : what need we then be troubled , God is 
the Arbiter of our time, task, talents, liberties, lives; 
wenay ſafely conclude, God had no more to do by them, 
whom he calls off the Stage of their ation ang im- 

lo 
of < God isnever at a los, or lack of Inſtruments to do 
his work', he hath his quiver full of them, he hath a 
- Magazine 'of them.” | 
If ye ask, Where they are to be found, and whence 
ſhall we fetch them ? 1 anſwer, that is not a queſtion to 
be'asked of Omnipotence, and Alſufficience, which ca 
never be'to ſeek. Tell me whence.came 7 "aldus, - an 
Wickhif, and Hrs, and Hierome, and ds: 2, and thou 


ſands more, who raiſed up the ri Ightc 25 man from th 
'Eaſt, called "him to his foot , &©c. The Lord am be 
Tha. 41. 2,34; 


Aut invinet ant faciet, as Hannibal faid in anothe 
caſe, God will find the em , or make them, wh 
Is able of Ss: to raiſe up Cizildren unto Ay abam 
Math. 

When Foul pr heſied; they faid oneto <thbr Fl 

the Prophets? 1 $4.10. 11, 12, an 
on 


Saul alſo: among t 
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one anſwered, but who is their Father ?- Who ?' He 
that can raiſe up- what Prophets he pleaſe, and where he 
l:geth, . - > L: 20 
3. If ye askx mc, How ſhall we unlock oropen this Store 
and Magazine of God ? Ianſwer;Prayer is the Key of that 


work, Fray ye the Lord of the Harveſt,and he will ſend 


forth Labourers into his Harveſt, - Mat.g.38. O Chrifti- 


ans,that ene thing is Jacking among you,you do not pray 
for Miniſters : pray hard,that God would fend them that 
God would detend them, that God would furniſh them, 
that God would proſper his work in their hands. 

4. Mind God of his promiſe in that behalf, I will 
give them Paſtors after mine own heart that ſhall feed 
them , I will ſet up Shepherds over them that ſhall fee. 


them, . 7&7, I's, 70r-23. 4- Again, . ESek. 34-11,12- 


Thus faith the Lord God, Behold T, even I, will ſearch 
my Sheep, and feek themoit, - as a Shepherd ſects out his 
Flock, ſowill I ſeek out my Sheep, where they have 
been ſcaiteredin a cloudy and dark day. 

Here 1s ſeaſonable incouragement for prayer in this 
caſe, from the gracious promiſes of God ; oh! pray. 

5.A conſtant Goſpel Miniſtry, is the great Ordinance cf 
Chriſt, and one of the richeſt Love-tokens he hath fent 
from Heaven, and the choice Fruit of his Victory and 
Triumph. Bur unto every one of us is given grace , acs 
cording ta the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt. Wherefore 
be ſuth, when he aſcended up on high; he led Captivi- 
iy Captive, and gave gifts unto men : and he'gave ome 
Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and' ſome Fvargeliſts , 
and ſome Paſtors and Teachers : for the pe) fefting ofthe 
Swnts , for the work of the Miniſtry , for the edrfying 


on of the Body of Chreſt + Fph.-4. T's 425 BEE: 
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6. And thele-are.not for a time , br upon ſome occa- 
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ſions only: , but continually to the end, till the work of th 
Chriſt be finiſht , till the body of Chriſt in every mem- n 
ber of it , be intirely compleated and pefeted, Epheſ. he 
$12, 1 3 

. 7 The preſence of the Lord will be with them for 
protection and bleſſing in their work ; Mat. 28.20. he 
will ſeverely rebuke thoſe that oppoie,or afflict them, fay- 
ing, Touch them not , nor do them no harm , Pſu1, 
105-15. 

He vill reprove the greateſt for their ſakes ; they are 
as tender to him as the Apple of his Eye . 

Wo to them that recerve them not, wo to them that 
perſecute them , Mat. 10. 14, 15. 

The ſoreſt judgments of God have befallen men in 
that caſe , 2 Chron. 36.15,16,17. read it. 

8. Where and whenſover there is moſt need, there and 
then will the Lord be ſure to ſend ſupply. | 

When Paul was at Corinth , arich , populous Em- 
pory or City of Trade, where were many Souls belong; 
1ng to Chriſt to be converted, and from whom the Gof 
pel might by that means ſpread to many Nations ; 
mark what God faith, Thyn [pake the Lord to Paul by 
night in aviſion, Be not afraid , but ſpgak , and hol, 
not thy peace, for T am with thee ; and no man hill ſet on 
thee to hurt thee + for T have much people in this City, 
Ads 18.9, 10. And he continued there a year and fix 
months, teaching the word of God. 

9. God at the ſame inſtant he takes one away , he 
ſends another : And we ſhall find the Spir:t of Elijah , 
reſting on Eliſha, 2 Kings 2. 15. 

The Jews have a Proverb, It is with Miniſters as it i 
with the Stars of Heaven, -at the ſame time that ſome 
ſet , others riſe up , and ſhine from another quarter of 
the 


21 
of the Heaven. Buxt. Adag. If Nature be not .defetive 
2Mm- fn necellaries, much leſs is the Grace of Chriſt in this 
bel. neceilary cale. | 

10, One incouragement more, The Lord Jeſus is in- 
tead of all, who never faileth. 


hefj When there was joy at the death of Fu/:zan, that 
ay- porn Heathen Perſecutor, and that a Chriſtian reign- 
ſal.d, Oh,faith one,the Devil yet liveth,and is not become 


Chriſtian. This allayed their joy. So when good peo- 
le mourn over the death of faithful Paſtors: What 


nd dieth no more, and he is better than 10cco Paſtors ; 
he chief Shepherd never dies, on whoſe Shoulders lies 
he government and burthen of all the Churches, of 
very Sheep , of every poor Lamb, Tſu. 9.6. John 10. 
14,27. Tſa.40. 11. let this allay our grief. 

Mr. Chriſtopher Towler , that reverend good man, is 
eriſhed from the earth. How ? Becauſe he is gone hence, 
5 to his carshly lite, as to-his perſonal and paſtoral ca- 
acity , asto his deareſt family, relations, | 

And yet he 1s not periihed as to perpetuity , he is 
ot periſhed as to his better and more noble part : his 
oul is eſcaped as a Bird out of the Cage of his Body , 
nd hath taken his flight to Heaven ; nor is he utterly 
eriſhed as to his earthly part ; heis but {owen as a Corn 
f Wheat 1n the earth, to riſe up again with richer ad- 
antage , 1 Cor. 15. 42, ©c. a Spiritual, a Heavenly, 
n Incorruptible Body. 

He is gone to the place of ſilence, you ſhall hear him 
reach no more in this ſtation; burn no more in this 
socket : nevertheleſs, though he be dead, he yet ſpeak- 


His Memorial is not periilted , but ſhall be as a prect- 
th | ous 


hall we ſay ? What ? Say this, Jeſus Chriſt is ſtill alive, _ 


th unto us, becauſe Gol teſtifieth of his gitts, Heb.1 1.4. 
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Dus Ointment, when the Name of the Wicked ſhall rot 


May we not fay, he died in the Bed of Honour , for hi 


fought a goo. Fight, an tniſhed his Courſe; and hatlf 
Tecerved his Crown : He 1s at reſt from his Latours, angy 
hath the tru:t of bis LaLours for himſelf. Oh !. that th bl 
fruits of ther may grow in y cu, for whom, and among; 
whom, he jlaboared : and without offence be it ſaid K; 
he latoured more abundantly than we all; theretorg.. 
he ſhall not reap ſparingly, for he did not ſowe ſpaſe; 
rin Jv. In 

The Snare was laid , and the Net ſpread ; yet behold; 
how quickly and happily he 1s eſcaped the Snarc offi, 
the Fowler and of the Hunter; he 1s earthed, he il; 
houſed from the form , <here the wicked ceaſe from 
trouble, and where the weary be at reſt, Job. 3. 17,1%; 

The ſtorm hath blown him into a fafe Harbour, whil 
others are at the labour Oar , by reaſon of  .cro 
Winds and rough Seas. 

Moritur Corpus cum cauſa ; Vis adverfries are non 
ſuited, and the cauſe' falls. = 
Mr. Bri1257man that laboured in revealing the Re 
velation was buried a day or to before the Purſe; 

vant came for him. 

Danet was bid go and reſt before the great change 
came that he forctold , Dar. 12. 17. 

When any of us come to preach here , where h 
preached , methinks I hear the Hearers cry , Hf o 7s 1qhi 
my ſort deſireth the ffi vipe fruits, or , The gcod mafy, 
is periſied and gore ; that as a Boanerges thundred 
gainſt Sin ; thut lift up his Voice as a Trumpet in dc 
fence of Truth againtt Error. - He that opened darlſ 
Scriptures and made them ſpeak plain ; he that as Sy 
Barnatas ſpake fo comtortably to diſtrelied fouls * Hl, 

| iha 
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lrothhat ſpake with authority , and not as the Scribes ; that 
Or liood man is periſhed. 
hat He that awakened fleepy ſinners , he that revived 
» UFhem that were ready to peniſh , reduced wandering 
t th Sheep , re-eſtabliſhed them that were unſettled , con- 
20NFinced them that gain-ſayed, confounded them that in- 
atd ulted : He that powered out Viols vpon Antichriſt, de- 
-tOrected the Blaſphemies of Socinns, proved Pordagian pre- 
 1Paftended Angelical Communion to be D:abolical Detuſi | 
nn ; aſſerted the Doctrine of: Free Grace to be Evange- | 
holfical and not Antinomian ; and that Works in Juſtifica- | 
'C ion and Free Will in Converſion , ſends us to: Hagar - | 
he ind Mount Sinai in Aratia; Gal. 4. 22, 23, 2 4; 36 | 
rom) my ſoul deſireth. theſe firſt ripe fruits, but the good l 
7>1%han is periſhed. | 4 
vn What ? Doth his Hearſe nced any Flowers from me ? | 
CrolNo,God hath embalmed him byhis Grace ſufficiently; his | 
ane fthall not be laid or lett in the Grave, nor ſee cor- 
NOuption , maugre all derraction and defamation from 
nalevolent adverſaries, | 
It were unjuſt and injirious to deny him what his 
arſorth doth merit and challenge of us; and the rather 
ecauſe malice doth envy it him : I ſay malice, at that 
18Fegree of madneſs, as to affirm he'was mad, when he. 
dake the words of truth and ſfoberneſs. Was it not 
e IShus ſaid of Hus, Luther, Beza ? Was it not ſc+ 
hid of Paul and of Chriſt himſelf ; A-fs 26. 
mMfhn 10. 20. | 
-4 FF But let me anſwer for this good man that is periſhed, 
Pail did , Wheiher we are beſides our ſelues, it ts | 
dar, God ; or whether we be-ſober , it is for your cauſe ; | 
AS Sr 7he love of Chriſt confiraimeth ns « 2. Cor. 5.13, 14, 
2 ſay the love of Chriſt conſtrained himf to be zealous 
ta tor 
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for-nim ; which zeal ſools count madneſs. We foolg 1 
-zanted theſe mens lives madneſs, tut how are they | 
numbred among the bleiled ? : 
Zeal for the Lord Jeſus is the true Character and: 
the glory of a true Servant of Chrilt. | 
He that cries Fire, when 1t 1s begun in a Hoſe, dot 
not whiſperit. He thar delivers Chritts errand for thee 
awakening of Sinners anil the ſaving of ſouls, muſt nolſf 
deliver it as a Tale is told, or a Boy that reads a Leffonft 
Zohn was the voice of a Ciyer , the Prophets were off; 
ten exſtatical in their Propheſies , 1 Krgs 9. 11. Thea 
Spirit of Gol breaths variouily and as it liſteth , in alfh 
the Inſtruments and Organs of it - Aan1 every Inſtrufþ 
meat of Muſics gives not the ſame {ound , nor 1s eveſſa 
ry Leilon pl aid upon the fame Key. | © 
Irwas ſaid of Czcero the Prince of Orators , that ht; 
2s uſually fo earneſt in his Delivery , that he wagT 
14ajs pugnax in logitendo, Stout and daring in his An 
ion and Pleading : Which S!radz makes highly conſe, 
mendable, as occaſion ſerves. And the Word in Greel 
ſignifies a Cryer or Herald , that proclaims aloud thin 
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2. Others object in our deceafed Brother , That hify 
was too copious , eyen to profuſcneſs and ſuperfluityfar 
Contrary to the Proverb , That Store 1s no ſore. of 

This I here proclaim as an excellency in him : Fuſſhy 
neſs of Matter and freeneſs of utterance. For whidl 
cauſe \, The hips of the wiſe are a well or fountain fith 
life ; Prov. 10. 11. 

He knew that it is a Rule in Hustandry , Never 
under-ſeed the groand ; and holds more in a Spiritu 
Husbandman or Sower of Goas Word. He remembre 
what his Maſter ſaid of the Scrite that is infrutted 
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old the Kingdom of God , that he is likened to a good Hou» 
1ey| ſholder , that brings out of his Treaſury things new ' 

and old ; Matth. 13. 52. and that freedom and bold- 
and neſs of ſpeech in the Lords Mellage , 1s both a great 
ift and grace. h 
otly What ſhall I ſay of this man of men, this man of 
th God ? If we will follow him from Mar/borongh to Ox- 
no ford, to Woohday, to Albourn, to Eaton, to Reading , 
ſfonfſto Priſen , to London, to the Grave , we ſhall find him 
 ofÞan able, holy, faithful, indefatigable Servant of Chriſt, 
Tha Workman that need not be aſhamed ; who approved 
1 a himſelf ſuch by painful Studies , by patient Sufferings, 
trofby continual Prayer and Preaching. He was quick in 
eveJApprehenſion , folid in his Notions , clear in his Con- 
ceptions, found in the Faith , ſtrong and demonſtra- 
t hItive in arguing , mighty in convincing, zealous for the 
wagTruth againſt all Error ; and chiefly for the chiefeſt and 
15 Almoſt glorious Truths of the Goſpel : which were dear- 
colſſer to him than his own life, 
rec} Beſides this , he had a ſingular gift of Chronology , 
{ thJnot for curious ſpeculation or oſtentation ,- but as a Key 
and Meaſure to know the ſigns of the Times , and the 
t Nfulfilling of Propheſies relating to the Kingdom of Chriſt 
uitfland Antichriſt , the Exaltation of the one, and the ruin 
of the other ; wherein he was not raſh or peremptary, 
Fulbut ſober, walking by Line and Rule : Knowing the 
vhidBSpirit of God calls for Wiſdom and Underſtanding in 
1 this caſe, Rev. 17. 9. Dan. 5. 11, 14. Rev. 123.18. 
What meaſure of the Spirit of God he-had herein, his 
'r Tntelligent Hearers can judge. i 
rituy Ina word, By what 1 knew of him, he feemed for 
nbrYeompleatneſs , taking our Meaſures by Goſpel Rules 
ed k (and I know no other to meaſure a Miniſter of Chriſt 
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by) he may be numbred among the chief ; or as Mr 
Cotton ſaid of Mr, Hilder/ham , among the firſt Threeh, 
I know it is an evil humour of many in this Age , to exjr. 
tol and decry men at pleaſure , and to have perſons” infy 
admiration or contempt for carnal advantages ; but byþ, 
the grace of God we are what we are, and not he whonf 
man commendeth is approved, but whom the Lord 
commendeth ; and- this grace 1n our deceaſed: Brothefj, 
was not in vain, for he laboured more abundantly tha 
they all; andyet not he, but the grace of God in him, 
I Cor. 15. 10. 

He fate at the feet of Dr. Prideanux in Oxford, an n 
loved him for his Orthodoxy , when the world begat 
ro innovate ; and as. for Dr. Tw:ſe , between whom foſſy, 
their harmony of Principles and holy Practice*, ther; 
was an endeared. reciprocal love. And that he conver 
ſed not with theſe men and the choiceſt Proteſtanſ, 
Champions, in vain, he gave: ſufficient teſtimony ty, 
them that knew and heard him ; and perhaps may ye , 
more by ſomething poſthumous : which he hoped tj, 
have lived to ſee perfected. 

It was. the Motto of an Eminent Prince; which he toolf « 
to himſelf, Ur /uceo me contero. As a Light Leonſumd x 
my felf in burning. The ſame may fitly be applied 'tc 
Mr. Fowler ; he ſpent himſelf in this Candleſtick and if |, 
gone out; nor is 1t to be-wondred at in him, who uſed « 
to ſpend. ſeven hours on a Sabbath in expounding ang , 
preaching here; not meaſuring the time by his Glaſs 

a 
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but by his Strength: never: giving out as long as: he 
could ſtand ; and being told-by friende-that this was: 
fault ( thovgh ſuch.a oneas many are not guilty of ) he 
would anſwer, I cannot help-it , my time and ſtrength , 
ts Gods, and he ſhall have it. ; M 
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Mr] Come Brethren , What will ye have more to ren- 
hreehr a man compleat in the Miniſtry. Be=za faith, That 
O exirell, Viret , and Calum, theſe three had each of 
5 1Shem a ſingular Gift , one in Prayer, the other. two in 
it b! Preaching : all which three ſeemed to meet in this one 
20Mnan Mr. Fow/er. | | 
Paul ſaith he approved himſelf a Miniſter of Chriſt 
in paticnce and affliction ; 2 Cor, 6. 3. ſo did he. 
Alfo by abouriding in love towards his people and bre- 
nthren ; 1 Theſſ. }. 12+ ſo did he.” 
Again, To be willing not only to deal out the Go- 
aFfpel, but his Soul to the People ; Rom. 9. 3. ſo was he. 
C217 Likewiſe to declare the whole Counſel of God, to 
N 10Fkeep back nothing, nor to with-hold the Truth in un- 
hen righteouſneſs ; As 20.27. ſodid he. 
Vers Moreover, Is not this the Work of a M:niſter, to give 
tanf attendance to Reading, to Exhortation, to Doctrine, yea 
' Mtoread and give the ſenſe? 1 Tm. 4. 13. Nehem. 8.8, 
V4 All this did he: yea reprove, exhort, rebuke, comfort, 
d t with all long-ſuffering and parience ; 2 Tim. 4.2. 
Yet further, Is this the part of a Miniſter , to flee 

OO Senſual Luſts and Pleaſures , to follow Righteouſneſs, 
NF Faith, Charity, Peace? 2 Tm. 6. ſodid he. 

1' And, Isthiscomely in us, not to uſe Flattery ; but 
d ' to hate that ſinful way ? Job 32. 31. As alſo not. to uſe 
ifec enticigg Wan of mans wiſdom, nor ſwelling words of 
and yanity ? which gilding and dawbing , the Pure Gold of 
als Goſpel Truth needs not ; .but accounts it ſelf debaſed 

he and adulterated by it , whatever vain wordy men think 
5 otherwiſe. | 

bY Js it to flee Covetouſneſs and ſcraping Earthly Riches? 
3UI 1 7:99. 6.11, 12, In all this our deceaſed Brother ex- 
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Laſtly , Is.it to ſtrengthen the weak, to heal the Sick,ſ 
to-bind up the broken, to ſeek thoſe: that are loſt and 
driven away ? Exch, 34. 4. This was his deſire andhe 
practice. > | | P44 

Stand forth now ye profane Scoffers, - ye that ſpeakſij 
evil of things ye know not; ye that ſought to makeſy 
him an Offender for a word ; ye that daily miſtook and 
wreſted his words ; and laid to: his charge things and 
words he knew not ; ridiculous lying words. , yeaſy 
blaſphemous words : Bring forth your Argurments,canfe 
Ve oy: this Teſtimony now given - of this man offþ 
God, now with God , which Two thoufand can bearf 
witneſs to, that hear me this day-;. or. hear of what is 
faid :of him this day. p 

And remember this, If there be any that- hear-meſh 
now, as ſome came to hear him, not as Bees to gather 
Honey , but as Spiders to ſuck Poyſon ; and as ſome 
came to hear Chriſt; notto be edified by his words, but 
to- entrap and -entangle him- in -his Speech: : _Let fuc 
know. he 1s out of reach, and it is too late : Know tha 
very word wHl judge you at the Great Judgment Bar, 
whither- he' 4s (gone to-cite you ut ye perſiſt... And Oh 
that his prayer, which while alive, he poured forth for 
his Enemies, with Steven , Lord lay not this fin to their 
charge. Othat this prayer may be heard, and that 
his enemies may find 1t. 

I cannot conceal. fome of his laſt Brexthings , which 
he breathed out in his laſt Prayer- for - the- Church of 
Chriſt and the Peace of Jeruſalew , for the Preſervati 
on, Propagation , and Deliverance of it , according tc 
the promiſes of God in that. behalf , made to be fulfil 
ied in theſe laſt Times : and herein he was: pathetical, 
and. let me ſay prophetical. Which to us that ſtood byf 
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Sick] to me it did ). argued theſe Three Things WF- >, 
and. i, Though Wife and Children were dear to hinjJ*; \ 
* andfet was the Church and Cauſe of Chriſt more dear. ** %. % 
2. Theſe things were not new to him , but long ſt». *: 
peakFlied and deeply pondered by him - No man having 
nakeſnore rational apprehenſions in the Secrets of Gods 
candKingdom ; whereof the time of fulfilling 1s at hand. 
andJ” >. cannot but look on it as a ſignal impulſe of the 
yeaſprit of God upon him, in bringing thoſe things to his 
,canfemembrance then in that prayer whica he made-a little 
2 Ooffhefore his Death in a ſhort - lucid interval, as the Sun 
beathetween two dark Clouds : For he thus, after his Ago- 
at 1s y, in which he was Delirous, improved that little _ 
aim for Heaven ; and ſoon after aſcended to it. Whis - 
= her alſo He bringus , who hath taken him. Amen. 
ther 
me eg 
butt ——— OE — 
ſuc Vk. 


tha G 
Bar, 1 ÞF- T Y 
Oh | | 


for 
Dey ” 


hat 


* a 


1 \) » 


A. 


Acroſt; Dodecaſyllabum, 


C herubics vates th penn nitere 
H  queis ſupernas petit Foulerus domos.. 
R -4e qui Foulerum aut digne cantaverss , 
I pfiuſque linzuam. capta vel: calamum. 


'$ acri Myftes, & Oedipus Oraceli 


'E profundo erumnarum Sionem extalit 


T onabat diris adverſus ſontes minis 

O quan terrificos incyſſerit metus - 

P »ngendo ancipiti medullas gladio , 

H orrendum fulminans Pſeadochriſti-colis, 

O. ccalta prodens crrorum graſſantiuns 

R adicitus ampatavit Zizania ; 

V erbo phialas irati effudit Des, 

S igilla ſelvit., tubarum clangentium 

F elix tubicen , eArarum Chronologus , 

O mmia aperiens Synchrona , Dichrona , 

U rb:s que ſpettant ſepticollis aſſeclas. 
neem , facemque Eccleſiis pretulerit ; 


R omuleam nt peſtem detegat, & domet, 
U t poſtliminio deſcendant aurea 
S acla : ad balantes Chriſte feſtina greges. 


DECASTICON. 


U: Chriſtum Scapulis auſus portare per undas, 
Vere hic Chriſtophori nomen , & omen habet : 
Suave jugum , leve portat onus , verbique cruciſque, 
Ut Cynoſara pix, ut Palinurus aqurs. 
Lui fidus Sponſe exhibuit Paranymphus leſum , 
Connnbio , verſa jam vice ſponſus habet , 
Lwique hic non uno fulgebat ſydus in orbe , 
Altins elatum Sphera ſwprema tenet. 
Matte age quem jattavit decumanior unda, 
Cum te portus habet , nos male pontus agit. 
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Encomiaſticon Fouleri Epitaphium. 


Iſte Viator : Ineft Foulerus, gaza, Sepulchro, 
Gazophylas tibi theca manet , fugit enthea gemma. 
Umbra manet, repetitque ſuos pars celica, caloy, 
Dualis erat, quantuſque fuit ſollertivs aud. 
Ambro- 


Ambroſius 4&:s , vita.Fulgentius, arte 
Sedalius, Zelo Paulus , caudore Agapetus , 

Pace Irenzus , teneris Lactantius agnis, 

Vindiciss fidei vere , Conſtantins; arms 
Pneumaricis ſemper Vincentius , & pictatis 
Euſebius , ſante ; larvate Martius hoſtis. 
Sozomenus , mazngun? operum Polycarpus acervo, 
Theiophilus, Coeleltinus , tandem ordine Dottor 
Angelicgs, vidt intuitu que voce docebat. 

Dicite 7o pean , lachrymas cohibete cohortes 
Sanitorum, Foulerus ovat , diademata reſtat 
Nicephorus, Stephanufque claut, celoque triumpiat 
Define Pſeudopetraa Phalanx , Photine fileto , 
Agmen Epiſcipis , Fouleri cede triumphis 

Cedite Romulez quorquort de facis abyſſo 

Surgitis, Hereſeon cunttarum Mallens, ecce 

De cuntt:s Foulerus ovat , de morte triumphat, 
Ringantar jam praua cohors {6 roſtra tenebit 

Salve t# Foulere redux , ſalve empſycha proles, 

Par ſua progemes patri, ſit ora fercbat 

Sic animun , redivivus ad:ft, vacunmque replevit, 
Nos patris cineres lachtymis madefecimus Orne , 
Phanicem cineres radiis caleſtibus edgunt. 


R Eader, Behold the Fates of Mortal glory , 
And with it by reflexion thine own Story. 
Heaven in our grief prepared us a gourd, 
Whoſe ſhade did ſoul-refreſhing us afford , 
With Fruits of Paradiſe dropf by his werd. 
What ſaidI; dropt ? no; for this Conduit flow'd 
With Rivers, which he to the Fountain ow'd, 
Which Heaven on him, and he on us beſtow'd. 


But Heaven, that ſent the Gourd, hath ſent a Worm, ? ; 


The Gourd to ſmite, and make it wither away ; 
Blaſting. our comforts in't as with aſtorns,; 
Breaking our ſtatte of Bread, and all our itay. 
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Ay me! -this-life's refreſhing's but a ſhade, \ 
Our ſtreams, gourds, fruits, will never ceaſe to fade. 


Ig hy? all that time doth bound; was therefore made. 


Was't ſo?- therefore extend thy heart and hope, 
Beyond the-limits of what's temporary : 

- And let thy thoughts, deſires, and aCtions ſcope, 
Only to what-is infinite thee carry. 
Long for the fountain of true bliſs and light, 
What ere's on this ſtde that's bur ftarry bright , 
The beauty not of Sun-ſhine day, but night. 


Prophets Gur Pilots are in this Worlds Seas, 
Wherein we (ail and toſs , yet ftill Heaven bound 
Maſters take Pilots on and off as 'pteaſe: : -._ 
Our Maſter, our beſt Pilot will be found, © 
Whoſo to him , and to his compaſs look, * 

The Star and-Charts of his-moſt ſacred Eook , 
They never will, they never were foriook, JHY 
Fowler, in ſpiht. of -2domue grinpingſoornz =. 
Of Renegado's: cruiſing here and there, . 2%. _ 
Of lurking mengf prey, Satans forlorn , ei - + 
Steer'd a brave courſe;thruwugh'perils without fear, 
Made a rich Voyage, but was caught on ſhore ; 
Be-heaven'din happy Port., and ſeen-ne more,; 
Till we; and Ship, arrive with fraight and ſtore, - 


"This Faithful Shepherd watch*d his Flock fo well, 
*Gainſt barking Dogs and greedy Wolves, and Thief, 
Hefe&themn richly, led them ſafely, bare the bell- 
Of aft the Shepherds for poor ſouls relief, * ' 
When' Beaſts and bruitiſh mien; beſe# him ſtrong, 
Hunting the Shepherd'with. fall-mouth'd cry ; - 
Certes , they had him ſwallow'd with his throng, 

' Bur the chief Shepherd did this game ecſpy, 

Houftmg the Shepherd ſafe., folding the Sheep, 
Who for ffis Flocks doth watch and never ſleep ; 

_ Joy then dear hearts) and ceaſe to mourn and weep. 


1 9 , Mt ae 
45.4 ho > - Cor 


